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What is claimed is: 

A guidewire advancement device comprising: 
a flexible guidewire having a curved distal end; 
sa flexible tube for holding the guidewire, the 
flexile tube having a port; 

a Apusing having an opening for feeding the 
guidewire^ through, the housing being coupled to a 
distal endxof the flexible tube, and the housing 
having a str&ightener thereon that includes a 
straightener uube having a length and diameter to 
straighten the ourved distal end of the guidewire as 
the guidewire is passed through the straightener tube; 
and 

an access mechan\sm to expose a portion of the 
guidewire positioned anfl through which the portion of 
the guidewire can be manually engaged. 
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The guidewire advancement device of claim 1 wherein 
le access mechanism is an aperture on the flexible 
turn 


The gui&ewire advancement device of claim 1 wherein 
the accessvmechanispi is an aperture on the housing. 
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The guidewire I ^dvaric&ment device of claim 1 further 
comprising a f ri^^onariyL-ea^aging element for 
selectively frictiohally engaging the guidewire. 


The guidewire advancement\device of claim 4 wherein 
the access mechanism is an aperture and the 
frictionally engaging element os^rlies the aperture 
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The guidewire advancement device of claim S^twrei ia- 
f h n r y ir rrii t rp-i n > rrn t~hn fl^ir i hlr nvhn n nrl ^f nTTh^r) 
comprising a second aperture on the g- tcxiblc tube . 


The guidewire advancement device of claim 1 wherein 

access mechanism is an aperture and further 
com^irising a frictionally engaging element for 
selectively frictionally engaging the guidewire. 
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The guidewire advancement device of claim 7 wherein 

the frictionally engaging element for selectively 

f rictionally\engaging^tKfe guidewire has a plurality of 


rollers . 

The guidewire adva 
the aperture is on 


kernel 


device of claim 1 wherein 
ileXible tube. 


10 . The guidewire advancement device of claim 7 wherein 
15 the frictionally engaging element for selectively 

frictionally engaging the guidewire has a slideable 
bar . 

11. The guidewire advancement device of claim 10 wherein 
the aperture is on the flexible tube 

The guidewire advancement device of claim 1 further 
comprising a retaining element for retaining the 
flexible tube in the shape of a loop. 

13 . the guidewire advancement device of claim 12 wherein 
the acfce^s mechanism is an aperture on the flexible 
tube and furfc&^j comprising a frictionally engaging 
element havingd^M(\a]^y of roller for selectively 
frictionally engagin^fehe guidewire. 
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7he guidewire advancement device of claim 12 wherein 
the^jc^ss , mechanism is an aperture on the flexible 
tube and f u?lrfee£camprising a frictionally engaging 
element having (a slTr&eajDle bar for selectively 
frictionally engaging > the guidewire . 
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The guidewire advancement device of claim^l/^ further 
comprising a cannula that receives the guidewire from 
the stfaightener . 


advancement 


A guidewire advancement device for a flexible 
guidewire having a curved distal end, the guidewire 
device comprising: 
a flexible tube for containing the guidewire; 
v a housing having a housing tube for receiving the 
guidewire, the guidewire extending through a first end 
of the\ousing and through a second end of the 
housing; 

an aperture to expose a portion of the guidewire 
positioned m the flexible tube and through which the 
portion of thk guidewire can be manually engaged; and 

a straight\ner that is connected to the housing 
tube and receives^ the guidewire displaced through the 
housing, the straightener including a straightener 
tube having a lengtnv and diameter to straighten the 
curved distal end of \he guidewire. 



"""THe yuti 
the housing 
a' second portion 

The guidewire advancemi 
comprising a second a'p 
the guidewire positio 


of claim 16 wherein 
tube for receiving 


vice of claim 16 further 
re to expose a portion of 
&?%^ c - ibl o tub e and 
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through which the po 
manually engaged. 



of the guidewire can be 



The gui 
the housin 
for: receiv 
the housin 
aperture of the 

The guidewire advancement devi 

flexible tube 
by^the housing^ 7 ^ 


yancement device of claim 18 wherein 
er comprises a second housing tube 
econd portion of the guidewire and 
both the first and second 
ible tube . 
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claim yl wherein 



in the shape of a loop 


The guidew^fe advancement device of claim 2 0 further 
comprising a cannula that receives the guidewire from 
tha^s traightener . 



The gu 
the guidewi 
aperture wit 


ement device of claim 21 wherein 
e manually engaged through the 

ening mechanical element . 


